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Dear readers,

Undergraduate research has become an important component of higher education 
today. We tell ourselves, each other, and you—our students—that it generates 
self-discipline and initiative while allowing you to practice the research skills 
which will set you apart when you enter the wide world of work.

All true. We also tell ourselves that the emphasis on undergraduate research is 
new, which is not quite the case. Undergraduates have long been encouraged to 
conduct research and to write up their findings, whether in the sciences, the social 
sciences, or the humanities, in senior seminars. The capstone course is a product 
of the late eighteenth century, when college presidents led seminars on philosophy 
and religion for students on the cusp of graduation. These courses were general 
rather than discipline-based, designed to prepare seniors by spanning the breadth 
of the Liberal Arts. But they languished in the 1930s and after, only reappearing 
in the 1970s. By the end of the 1980s, they had become commonplace, and 
today virtually every degree has a culminating experience in the form of a senior 
seminar, hence the emphasis on undergraduate research as a qualitatively different 
experience.1

So what makes undergraduate research as we currently practice it unique? 
Unlike capstone courses, it involves a one-on-one or small-group mentoring 
relationship with an expert in the field of study. The outcome is an original piece 
of scholarship. This is excellent preparation for graduate school, for employment 
requiring close working relationships, and for the type of intensive, accountability 
driven labor expected in today’s workplace. But of course there is more than a 
vocational rationale for undergraduate research. The practice as we know it today 
was probably pioneered by a group of chemists at Liberal Arts colleges across 
the United States. These faculty wanted to generate meaningful and widespread 
support for undergraduate research. The original ten members (including three 
ACM schools, Carleton, Grinnell, and Lawrence) created, in 1978, the Council on 
Undergraduate Research to promote collaborative undergraduate research across 
the United States.2

This tenth issue of Midwest Journal of Undergraduate Research shows how 
widely the aims of the Council on Undergraduate Research have been adopted. 
It demonstrates the depth and scope of topics and approaches. The articles could 
nominally be placed in psychology, educational studies, sociology, women’s 
studies, disability studies, demography, gender studies, history, and ethics, but 
they take a rich range of interdisciplinary perspectives. Each article crosses one or 
more disciplinary boundaries, evidence of the collaborative, transgressive nature 
of research today.
1.  Robert C. Hauhart and Jon E. Grahe, Designing and Teaching Undergraduate Capstone Courses 
(San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2015), 2-3.
2.  https://www.cur.org/who/organization/history/
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Undergraduate research is thriving. It is an expected element of almost every 
baccalaureate program and helps promote a healthy understanding of and 
experience in original research and writing. Much of it is transitory, but the peer-
reviewed, published articles in the journal you hold in your hands or read on your 
screen will stand the test of time. You can be justly proud of your achievement. 
As a member of the first advisory board of the Midwest Journal of Undergraduate 
Research, I am pleased to see how this publication continues to flourish and to 
serve as an important platform for student research.

Congratulations to all of our authors!

Simon Cordery
Professor and Chair
Department of History
Iowa State University
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Call for Papers
The editors of the Midwest Journal of Undergraduate Research 
invite undergraduate students at any college or university to submit 
manuscripts from any discipline to be considered for publication in 
our journal’s eleventh issue (2020).

Works may be submitted at:
http://research.monm.edu/mjur/call-for-papers/#submission-form

Deadlines
The submission deadline for the 2020 issue is January 15, 2020. 
Submissions received after this date will be reviewed for publication 
consideration in the 2021 issue. 

For questions you may contact us at:
mjur@monmouthcollege.edu
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Requirements
• Abstract of no more than 200 words
• 5–35 pages in length
• 12pt Times New Roman or Calibri font, double spaced
• Name at front of manuscript only—no header or footer
• Sequential page numbers required on all pages
• No track changes (mark-ups)
• Submit as a single Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx) file unless 

the text of your manuscript requires a different format (such as 
extensive mathematical notation, tables, or figures)

• If your manuscript includes figures or images, include a list of 
figures and identify the file format (e.g., JPEG, TIFF, PDF) of 
any graphics and images submitted

• Submissions may be from any discipline as long as they are 
research based

• May use MLA, APA, or Chicago Style
• Accompanying your submission, you must provide the following 

information:
• Name
• School/Graduating class
• Major
• Discipline of paper
• Citation style used
• Phone number
• Email address
• Mailing address
• The name and contact information of a sponsoring 

professor
• Research involving human subjects requires documentation of 

Institutional Review Board approval or exemption.
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Submission Policy
As a journal dedicated to undergraduate scholarship, the Midwest 
Journal of Undergraduate Research only accepts submissions from 
current or recent undergraduate students (see below for “authorship 
exceptions”). For recent graduates, your submission must be 
received within 8 months of conferral of your first undergraduate 
degree.
Manuscripts that have been published or have been accepted for 
publication elsewhere, or are under review with another publication, 
are not eligible for review or publication.
“Submission guidelines of all academic journals require that authors 
vouch for the originality of their work and that the manuscript is 
not currently under review by any other publication. While the 
lengthy review and publication cycle of an academic journal may 
be frustrating, offering a manuscript to one journal at a time is 
compulsory. Authors will also need to guarantee to the editor that the 
copyright for the material is held by no other entity.”—Henscheid, 
Jean and Jennifer Keup. Crafting and Conducting Research on 
Student Transitions. Columbia, SC: National Resource Center for 
The First Year Experience & Students in Transition, 2011 (96).

Authorship Exceptions
We understand that some faculty wish to include themselves as co-
author on student projects, especially if the student’s independent 
work was generated from a larger project that originated with the 
faculty advisor. In disciplines where the practice of including the 
faculty advisor as co-author is customary, we will accept the faculty 
recognized as such. The author must provide written permission of 
acknowledgement from those faculty advisors being recognized as 
contributors or co-authors in the manuscript.
Acknowledgments
In instances where students wish to acknowledge a faculty advisor, 
they may do so by prominently recognizing the faculty advisor as 
a contributor at the bottom of the first page of the manuscript in 
both the online and hard copy published versions. Here, the faculty 
advisor’s contribution may be specified.

For questions you may contact us at:
mjur@monmouthcollege.edu
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