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Dear Reader, 

Prepare for an interesting ride. The research reported 
here will take you new places, even if you've already 
been to Tanzania or Algiers, to Egypt or Palestine, to 
Milton's Paradise or the bottom of a beer mug. 

As I drive across glacially-swept fields and river basins 
to visit the campuses of the 14 colleges of the Associ-
ated Colleges of the Midwest (ACM)—which are 
sprinkled across the prairie from Lake Michigan to the 
edge of the Rockies—I often think about how place 
matters. Each campus has a distinctive narrative, a 
story that gives particular human meaning and under-

standing to its setting.  Why does place matter? Because place is not only loca-
tion but also memory, and meaning.  

The place I grew up was a small Midwestern prairie town.  The yards were laid 
out like postage stamps, interrupted only by a stream or one of the lakes that dot 
Minnesota. Beyond that were fields that stretched as far as my bike or imagina-
tion could carry me.  

When I got to college and began to do research for the first time, I discovered the 
imprint of that childhood place was still in my mind.  It gave me a blueprint for 
thinking about ideas and the world I was discovering. That Midwestern mental 
map allowed ample space for laying out questions, sorting through possible ap-
proaches to answers, and organizing evidence that was often as jumbled as it was 
intriguing.  There was even room to run out a distance and look over everything 
to see what I’d found. When I was lucky, I could see meaning—but many times I 
had to return to work in the fields of evidence or theory before finding under-
standing or a coherent narrative.    

Place shapes research in important ways. Specific places stimulate questions that 
might not be asked elsewhere—or were nascent but still hidden. Place effects 
access to the theories relevant to one’s question and the hypotheses that one 
might test, as well as the nature, quantity, and scope of evidence a researcher can 
gather. Sometimes the kind of analysis one can do—from the close, guided read-
ing of a text to a test by an electron spectrometer—also depends on place. Place 
even shapes the presentation of findings, whether in a paper, a poster, a conversa-
tion with friends, or a journal. 

In the research papers of this Journal, the authors proceed from a shared experi-
ence of studying at colleges located in the Midwest, to take you places that are 
robust with stories, insight and understanding. Thank you for taking the time to 
read what they’ve found.  Oh, the places you’ll go … 

Christopher Welna 

President 

Associated Colleges of the Midwest (ACM) 
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Special Thanks To… 
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like to give special thanks to the faculty and deans of the ACM colleges for 
encouraging your students to submit to the third issue of our journal. We 
would also like to thank President Mauri Ditzler, Dean David Timmerman, the 
Monmouth College Board of Trustees, and our anonymous board of reviewers 
for providing the resources to make this journal possible. Finally, we would 
like to thank Monmouth College alumna Caitlin Mehta for designing our cover 
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Publication: The Midwest Journal of Undergraduate Research is published annually by Mon-
mouth College, 700 East Broadway Avenue, Monmouth, Illinois 61462.  
 
Copyright and Photography: © 2013 Monmouth College. All rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced, stored, or transmitted in any form or by any means without the 
prior permission in writing from the Midwest Journal of Undergraduate Research.  
 
Disclaimer: The Publisher, Monmouth College, and its editors cannot be held responsible for 
errors or any consequences arising from the use of information contained in this journal; the views 
and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those of Monmouth College, any college or 
university represented in this journal, the Midwest Journal of Undergraduate Research, or its 
editors. 

Call For Papers  

The Midwest Journal of Undergraduate Research would like to 
invite undergraduate students from any ACM institution to sub-

mit manuscripts for our 2014 issue by January 15th.* 

Works may be submitted to:  

mjursub@monmouthcollege.edu 

Requirements: 

• Submissions may be from any discipline as long as they are research- 
based. 

• May use MLA, APA, or Chicago style. 
• Alongside your submission you must provide the following information: 

◊ Name 
◊ School/Graduating Class 
◊ Major 
◊ Discipline of paper 
◊ Citation style used 
◊ Daytime Phone Number 
◊ Email Address 
◊ Mailing Address 
◊ The name and contact information of a sponsoring professor 

For questions you may contact us at: 

mjur@monmouthcollege.edu 
*MJUR guarantees review for all submissions received by January 15th.  
MJUR cannot guarantee review for submissions received between January 15th and 
31st. 

MJUR will not accept submissions beyond January 31st. 
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Kristine Gift 
Coe College, 2013 
Kristine is a senior History and Religion Major at Coe College. She plans to 
take some time off after graduation before applying to graduate programs in 
Arabic language and Middle Eastern history. She would like to thank Dr. Beth-
any Keenan for reading her many drafts of this paper and pushing her to reach 
for a higher standard of writing. Additionally she would like to thank all of her 
professors at Coe (you know who you are) for helping her grow as a student 
and, more importantly, as a person during her four years there.  
 
 

Andrew Wickersham  
Huntington University, 2015 
Andrew is a junior History major focusing on non-Western studies. His prima-
ry interests lie in analyzing the ongoing effects of European colonialism 
throughout the world. On campus, Andrew is an active member of the Indiana 
Beta Chapter of the Alpha-Chi Honors Society. He also assists freshmen who 
struggle academically in their transition to college. Special thanks should be 
given to Professor T.O. Smith for encouraging Andrew’s continued study in 
this area, to Professor Dwight Braudigam his primary advisor on this paper, 
and finally to Amy Anema for proofreading. Andrew’s future plans include 
pursuing a master’s degree in international relations.    
 
 

Michelle Matter 
Ripon College, 2013 
Michelle is a senior Communication major at Ripon College who loves learn-
ing and believes that no knowledge is ever wasted. She was recently accepted 
into Lambda Pi Eta, the honor society of the National Communication Associa-
tion. In between her academic pursuits, she enjoys playing French horn and 
piano. She also loves running as a Redhawk on the cross country and track 
teams. She would like to thank her professors, Steve Martin, Jody Roy, and 
Deano Pape, for challenging her to expand her vision. Her endless gratitude 
also goes to the English Department at Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School, 
especially to Mr. Dave Deibert and Mr. Jim Haferman for setting high expecta-
tions and demanding excellence from their students. Their guidance continues 
to be a blessing.  
 
 

About the Authors... 
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Abby Guthmann 
Lawrence University, 2014 
Abby is a junior Biology major and Studio Art minor, and loves to be in-
volved with her surrounding community. She leads her on-campus organiza-
tion of Unitarian Universalists, where they practice meditation and discuss 
cross-cultural spiritualities. She also sings in chorale, practices yoga, and has 
recently started volunteering at the Appleton Harbor House Domestic Abuse 
Shelter. She would like to sincerely thank her study abroad advisor and re-
search methods professor Molly Margaretten for her support and guidance 
throughout her incredible time in Tanzania. She would also like to thank the 
Nyayo Discovery Team for all their help and insight that was essential to the 
project. It was quite an adventure. 
 

Robert Cermak  
Albion College, 2014 
Robert is a junior at Albion College in Albion, Michigan. He is an Anthropol-
ogy major with minors in both Paleontology and Religious Studies. He re-
turned to Albion this past semester after doing research in Tanzania, Africa 
for four months. His research interests include zooarchaeology, human ori-
gins and subsistence strategies, as well as the ritual expressions of such strate-
gies. He was a Student Research Partner at Albion College working under Dr. 
Brad Chase for two years. Robert would like to thank Professor Chase and 
Dr. Molly Margaretten of Ripon College for their help in writing and editing 
this paper. His heartfelt thanks also goes out to his key informant in Olisity, 
Tanzania.  

 

Sarah Fritsche  
Grinnell College, 2013 
Sarah is a fourth-year Religious Studies and Sociology major at Grinnell Col-
lege, in Iowa. When not studying, she is involved with kickboxing, feminist 
activism, and leading the much-loved Grinnell Monologues club. Although 
she plans on continuing in academia, she will be taking the next year to work 
with economically underprivileged rural communities in Indiana, through 
Americorps. She simply cannot express how grateful she is for the support of 
her advisor Caleb Elfenbein in this project, who has patiently listened, read, 
and edited along the way. She would also like to thank the kind and talented 
librarians of the Grinnell College library, who tolerated her constant presence 
and incessant sticky-noting, and without whom she could never have come 
this far. 
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Amanda Muledy  
Lake Forest College , 2013 
Amanda is a senior majoring in English at Lake Forest College. She tutors at 
the college Writing Center, and she is currently interning as an editorial assis-
tant for East on Central, a yearly publication of local art, poetry and fiction. 
After graduating, she will pursue a career in editing and hopes to one day enter 
the field of literary criticism. Amanda would like to thank Professor 
Mengelkoch of the Lake Forest College English Department for his sponsor-
ship of and investment in her research project. She also appreciates his brilliant 
advice, which has helped her become a better writer. 
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William Terrill 
Will is a junior English major from Somonauk, Illinois. Along with his major, 
he also participates in the Monmouth College Honors Program. For the few 
hours every day when he is not at the library, in class, or in the MJUR office, 
Will enjoys reading American poetry and working at the campus garden. Af-
ter graduating from Monmouth, Will hopes to join the Peace Corps as an Ag-
riculture Volunteer. 

Lauren Becker 
Lauren is a junior, a passionate English major, and Honors student from Men-
dota, Illinois.  Her primary literary interests include anything written by dead 
white men and Harry Potter.  When Lauren is not reading, doing homework, 
Pinteresting, or working, she is likely to be found training and playing soccer 
for the Fighting Scots.  When she grows up, Lauren aspires to be an ESL and 
adult education instructor. 
 

Alex Brooks 
Alex Brooks is a senior Mathematics and Computer Science double major 
from Bloomington, Illinois. He is a member of Phi Delta Theta Fraternity, 
Mortar Board National College Senior Honor Society, and Alpha Lambda 
Delta Honor Society. He is the first chair Viola player for the Monmouth Col-
lege Chamber Orchestra and President of the Computer Science Organization 
at Monmouth College. During the summers of 2011 and 2012, Alex partici-
pated in research programs sponsored by the National Science Foundation at 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and at DePauw University. He 
has been a Math and Computer Science tutor at Monmouth College since his 
sophomore year. Beginning in the Fall of 2013, Alex will be attending the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign for a Ph.D. in Computer Science. 
 
Sydney Couch 
Sydney is a sophomore from Manteno, Illinois. She is majoring in Special 
Education and minoring in Art. She is a writing tutor and a member of Alpha 
Lambda Delta. She enjoys running, being involved in Fuel, a Christian organi-
zation, and volunteering at the McDonough County Animal Shelter. She 
hopes to become a special education teacher and practice art therapy on the 
side. 
 
 
 

About the Editors... 
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Sara Frakes  
Sara is a junior Psychology major and Human Service minor from Carthage, 
Illinois. She is a member of Blue Key Honor Society and Psi Chi. In her 
short amount of free time, Sara enjoys participating in religious life on cam-
pus. After graduating from Monmouth College, Sara hopes to attend graduate 
school for Educational Leadership and eventually coordinate an academic 
support center at a university. 

 
Jessica Jones  
Jessica is a senior Biopsychology major from Peoria, Illinois with a minor in 
Sociology and Anthropology. Her academic interests include neurological 
disorders, psychopharmacology, and oncology. Jessica is a member of the 
Monmouth College varsity volleyball team and is also involved in Psi Chi 
International Honor Society in Psychology, Alpha Lambda Delta National 
Honor Society, and Mortar Board Honor Society. After graduation, she will 
be working for a cancer center in Peoria, Illinois as a clinical research associ-
ate. She hopes to attend graduate school in the future and pursue cancer re-
search. 
 
 

Kaylin Smith 
Kaylin is a senior Psychology major and English minor from Bolingbrook, 
Illinois. She is a member of the Monmouth College Honors Program, Psi Chi 
International Honor Society in Psychology, and Sigma Tau Delta Internation-
al Honor Society in English. She is a snare drummer for the Monmouth Col-
lege Pipe Band and the City of Chicago Grade 1 Pipe Band. She studied 
abroad in Perth, Scotland, in Fall 2011 and participated in the two-week Ful-
bright International Summer Institute in Bulgaria, EU, in August 2012. She 
hopes to pursue a doctoral degree in Cognitive Psychology, focusing on the 
therapeutic implementation of expressive writing. 
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